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lines, are never seen in flocks, though he has often
come across them In the high Indian hills and heard
their slight if "stormy scream as they sweep by."

The Government of Lord Curzon prohibited the
export of feathers from India, and efforts are made
to prohibit the import of feathers into this country,
the result of which will merely be to transfer the
trade from Britain to France and other Continental
countries.

The proper remedy is to have a close season for
plumage and game-birds in India and other British
possessions, though no doubt the adoption of this
remedy is beset with certain difficulties, into which
it is unnecessary here to enter.

Teal and water-fowl of various kinds and duck
and geese are common, but swans, white as well as
black, are rather rare.

The reptiles of India are far more destructive
than the wild beasts, snakes alone killing more
people than all the wild beasts put together.

They include the python, sluggish, and to
human beings practically harmless, the deadly
cobra and the hamadryad, or king of cobras, a
truly awe-inspiring reptile, running to upwards
of twelve feet in length, which, however, chiefly
attacks and consumes its own kind, the poisonous
krait, and the Russell's viper, exceedingly dangerous
because it is loath to move out of the way of an
approaching wayfarer, and is apparently quite deaf.